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MANAGING EDITOR’S NOTE 

Well, here we are.  The temperature is rising. The birds are singing.  The insects are swarming.  

The pollen is amassing as a yellow cake layer on your car.  Spring is in the air.  This edition 

provides our usual rundown of the most consequential municipal law decisions from all levels of 

the judiciary.  We also have our legislative update which is focused on, guess what, that’s right, 

the new statutory requirements for affordable housing.  In conjunction, we have a great article 

from one of our editors, Kathryn Razin, which gives a comprehensive dive into the legislation and 

its pitfalls.  These new standards for setting affordable housing obligations and outlining the 

manner for challenging same will significantly affect the vast majority of municipalities we 

represent.  Legislative updates and articles like the ones in this edition are there to provide you, 

dear reader, with guidance and insight to apply to the unique situation that your community faces. 

We hope these are both informative and helpful. 

I recently came across an unpublished trial court decision concerning the nature (get the pun?) 

of a tree which straddles the lot line between two residential properties.  The court stated that it 

was a case of first impression.  More specifically, the court was called upon to determine whether 

the tree in question was a “boundary” or “encroachment” tree.  I found it somewhat hard to believe 

that a case involving bickering neighbors over the cost of tree removal was not already the source 

of several reported decisions.  However, I appear to be wrong.  I had included it as instructive 

when one of your councilmembers calls to ask what can be done over a similar tree problem.   
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Again, we encourage you to consider submitting an article that qualifies for the $1,000 Walter T. 

Wittman Prize in writing.  To qualify you now have until September 15, 2024, to submit an article 

to us.  We would welcome any articles concerning the legal issues effecting local governments. 

Contact us about it by email to joe@friendwenzel.com. 

Please support our advertisers and consider advertising with us yourself. 

Electronic copies of back issues of The Local Government Law Review from 2010 onward can be 

found in the Members Only section of the Institute’s website (www.njilga.org).  If you need a 

copy of materials from the Local Government Law Review published before 2010, you may email 

a request to trishka@mgplaw.com. 
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